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• Obtained his  Bachelor of Arts  from  Xavier University  (Ateneo de 
Cagayan)  as  valedictorian  with  a  gold  medal  for  academic 
excellence.

• Received his Bachelor of Laws from the Ateneo de Manila also as 
valedictorian with a gold medal for academic excellence.

• Joined the  Law Firm of Professor (later Supreme Court Justice) 
Jose Y. Feria and  the late Senator and Foreign Affairs Secretary 
Raul S. Manglapus  (founded in 1924 by the late Justice Felicisimo 
Feria  and  Dean  Gabriel  La’O  of  the  Faculty  of  Civil  Law of  the 
University of Santo Tomas).

• Professor of Political Law, Constitutional Law, Administrative Law, 
and International Law in the Ateneo de Manila University School of 
Law.

• For twenty years, served as Chief Counsel of the Federation of Free 
Farmers (FFF) and of the Federation of Free Workers (FFW).

• Legal  Counsel of  the  Prelature Nullius of  Tagum Social  Action 
Center (covering Davao del Norte and Davao Oriental).

• Delegate from Davao to the 1971 Constitutional Convention.

• Chief of Staff of the Presidential Assistant for Legal Affairs,  Office 
of the President, Malacañang; 
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• Chairman  of  the  Human  Settlements  Regulatory  Commission 
under then OIC Minister Herminio S. Aquino.

• Chief of Staff of then Senior Associate Justice and Chairman of the 
Second Division of the Supreme Court Jose Y. Feria; 

• Secretary  General  of  the  House  of  Representatives   (during the 
term of Speaker Ramon V. Mitra, Jr. and unanimously re-elected for 
two  terms  during  the  terms  of  Speaker  Jose  de  Venecia,  Jr.)  and, 
concurrently Chief Counsel and Chief Parliamentarian of the  House 
of  Representatives.  Also  Permanent  Adviser  to  the  Philippine 
Delegations to the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) Conferences.

• President  of  the  Philippine  Constitution  Association 
(PHILCONSA).

• President of the Manila (Host) Lions Club.

• Chairman of the Board of Trustees,  Jesuit Volunteers Philippines 
(JVP).

• Co-Chair  (with  Congressman  Crispin  Beltran)  of  the  National 
Coalition for the Protection of Workers Right II (NCPWII).

• Chaired the  ASEAN  Inter-Parliamentary  Organization  (AIPO) 
Study  Group  on  the  feasibility  of  establishing  an  ASEAN 
Parliament.  This  Group composed  of  Members  of  Parliament  and 
Officials  of  the  Parliaments  of  the  ASEAN  Member  Countries 
nominated by their respective Speakers went to Europe on March 12-
23, 2002 and conferred with the Leaders and Officials of the European 
parliament as well as scholars and experts on European issues.  The 
Group submitted its report to the AIPO General Assembly meeting in 
Hanoi, Vietnam on September 8-13, 2002.
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• Chaired the Study Group on Constitutional Reforms, composed of 
political scientists and economists, organized  under the auspices of 
the  Office  of  the  Presidential  Adviser  for  Special  Concerns to 
study the proposed changes in the 1987 Constitution.

• Lead  Convenor  and  Secretary  (with  Cabinet  Rank),  National 
Anti-Poverty Commission, Office of the President.

• Presidential  Adviser  for  Constitutional  Reform  (with  Cabinet 
Rank), Office of the President.

• Appointed  Chairman  of  Presidential  Commission  on  Good 
Government (with Cabinet Rank), on April 27, 2005 and took his 
oath May 2,  2005.

• On  May  18,  2005  he  was  designated  by  President  Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo as Chairman, Board of Directors of the CIIF 
Oil Mills Group.

• On  January  26,  2006  he  was  elected  as  Chairman,  Board  of 
Directors of the CIIF Management Company Inc.

• On  18  January  2008  Executive  Order  No.  693  was  issued, 
mandating that  heads  of  government  agencies  having the  rank 
and level of department secretary shall henceforth be addressed 
as SECRETARY of the their agencies.


